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Students learn Saint Mary's represented at Sundance Film Festival
about Graduate Footage shot in Haiti by senior Brian House included in film premiere
School
n Mlcllael Bruer
blogspot.com. Upon hearing about for their film.
Festival in Utah.
Admissions, tests,
among topics discussed

n Tricia Slvelll
Contributing Writer

Last Tuesday, Brother Glenn
and the Career Center hosted a
graduate school information night
featuring eleven alumni, faculty,
and guest speakers who provided .
a how-to process and preparation
guide for graduate school. The
event was divided into four sessions, where students chose one
of nine topics offered for a twenty
minute informational session,
along with one-on-one questionand-answer time.
Tuesday night's event provided
information on an array of topics;
speakers provided information on
admissions, covering everything
from the actual application, resume
writing, the importance of internships and research, financing graduate school, and the general admission process. Some speakers offered
advice on preparing for the GRE,
G...MAT, LSAT and MCAT exams,
as well as information regarding
the 40% off preparation classes
provided to Saint Mary's students
through the Princeton Review.
There were also presentations on
preparing for Professional Schools
in the medical and dental professions, pursuing an international
graduate degree and fitting study
abroad into graduate school plans,
and on individuals' educational options for teaching, counseling, and
administrator preparation.
The session left students with
extensive information and advice
on when and how to take the tests,
how to stand out on applications,
and how, as David Elliot of the
Princeton Review put it, "to put
your best foot forward and believe
you can succeed." Most sessions
advised freshman and sophomore
students considering graduate
school to focus on achieving a
strong academic resume through
achieving ahigh GPA, and joining
clubs and organizations tailored to_
your particular area of study. As for
juniors and seniors, now is the time
to organize and create a timeline of
important deadlines, testing dates,
and requirements to ensure you
graduate on time and with the best
possible academic profile. Infotmation was available for every stage
of the educational journey at Saint
Mary's and beyond.
Miss out on the night? Brother
Glenn advises students to get
involved on campus in clubs that
see GRAD SCHOOL, p2

Editor-in-Chief

When our fellow Gael Brian
House embarked on his journey to
Haiti in June 2010 he never could
have imagined that the footage he
filmed would be used in a movie
premiering at the Sundance Film

House traveled with a group
of Saint Mary's students to the
impoverished country of Haiti
last summer to aid in rescue work.
Each day a different team was responsible for a video blog, which
can be seen at http:/ /smchaiti.

the "Life in a Day" film contest on
youtube.com, House compiled his
footage from that day and submitted it. After combing through
87,000 clips sent from countries
all around the world, the filmmakers selected a few thousand

In September, House received
an email from the filmmakers
requesting that he re-upload all of
his original footage. House then
encountered a snag in the pro-

see HOUSE, p2

Is the ease and availability of

the bookstore-worth the cost?

Max Crowell/COLLEGIAN

Cost of textbooks examined in Opinion, page 4
Peter Trachtenberg reads from Calamaties
Creative Writing Reading Series continues with an examination of pain and suffering
by Bridget Hanna
Staff Writer

Last Wednesday, Saint Mary's
hosted a reading by Peter
Trachtenberg, author of 7 Tattoos:
A Memoir in the Flesh (1997) and
The Book of Calamities: Five Questions about Suffering and Its Meaning (2008). He's been published

in several newsprints and literary
magazines, including the New

Yorker, The New York Times Travel
Magazine, and Harper's Magazine.

On Wednesday, Trachtenberg
read from his most recent novel,
one that examines the pain and
suffering of people he has personally interviewed and known.
Trachtenberg has been hailed
by the Washington Post as "a
genuine American Dostoevsky,"
and Professor Marilyn Abildskov
described his work as being "a

DODUR
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Acclaimed new Radiohead album

MTV's 'Skins' is unrealistic

pg, 6
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relentless mix of autobiography and ... anthropology.''
Trachtenberg's work attempts
to deal with the barest part of
humanity. He asks himself the
question: "If I've been spared,
what do I owe those suffering?"
When asked how writing
about pain and sorrow had
changed him and his writing
see TRACHTENBERG, p3
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Editorial -

BRYANT WEST

No easy way out of
the budget deficit
Quite the paradox - we voted
for spending cuts, and we're getting those spending cuts, but those
spending cuts are really going to
piss us off.
In the end, politicians are politicians and they will do what is necessary to get votes. The Tea Party
emergence signified that America
has drifted to the extreme side of
government spending, and so the
Obama Administration came out
with a budget of $3 .7 trillion in for

the fiscal year that begins on Oct.
1, 2011 and a plan would cut the
deficit by a projected $1.1 trillion
over ten years.
And now that the budget cuts
are coming, the general populace
will soon be confronted with the
very thing we voted for. It really
doesn't matter which side you take
on the government control issue - the fact is that November's
Republican surge in the House
and Senate was sold as proof that
the American people wanted more
budget control, so now here it is.
There isn't a happy way out of
budget deficit, and there certainly
isn't a way that won't piss off .the
American people. End the Bush
tax cuts? Government is taking
too much of our money! Cut
government spending? How dare
they? It's only wasteful government spending if it's not in your
neighborhood.
But then again, a $3 .7 trillion
cut in spending apparently isn't
enough. "While Republicans in

the House of Representatives are
making a genuine effort to cut
spending and debt , Democrats
continue to line up behind the
president's timid proposal for locking in the massive spending levels
that Americans rejected just three
months ago," said Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell. The
Republicans aim to unveil a plan
in April with even larger cuts, but
this only strengthens the paradox.
Where McConnell said that the
Obama plan leads "to a future of
higher unemployment," House
Speaker John Boehner admitted
that spending reductions could
lead to job loss. Of the 200,000
new Federal jobs he credited to
Obama, "if some of those jobs are
lost in this, so be it. We're broke."
There isn't a good way out of
this. Cut government spending or
raise taxes? We really, in the end,
wouldn't like either. When we all
tell Uncle Sam to tighten his belt,
it seems we expect him to tighten
it only where it doesn't affect us.

Movie Night
Tuesday, February 22
9:00 p.m. • 11:59 p.m.
Hagerty Lo~
~Reuben~wald

x4704

GRAD SCHOOL: Brother Glenn urges students to come in for advising
continued from page 1
correspond to graduate school
goals, as well as setting up an appointment with him on campus

·
- Brother Glenn offers late-night
office hours, so, as he says, "No
excuses!" For an appointment, call

extension 4600.
Tuesday 's was the lasl grad
school night offered this academic
year; however, there will be a session next fall aimed towards juniors
and seniors who are interested in
applying to graduate school.

HOUSE: 'It was
crazy... watching a
film with my footage'
continued from page 1
ceedings, as he was told that the
editor was very interested in his
clips but that a filmmaker release
was needed from House, as well
as release forms for everyone who
appeared in the clips. House then
had the arduous task of tracking
down students that were now
spread among various locations,
including San Francisco, San Diego, and Texas. After a month-long
mission, he had obtained all the
proper forms and submitted them.
A short two weeks before the
start of the festival, House heard
back from the filmmakers, who
told him that some of his footage
had been selected for the final cut
of the film. On his experience at
the Sundance Film Festival, House
commented "It was crazy being at
Sundance to begin with, but being
in the biggest theater with a full
house and watching a film with
my footage included and my name
in the credits was unbelievable."

Professional
Actors
and the

Quixotic
Players
bring you

live scenes
from

Prospero's
Island.

Crime Beat
12:51 a.m.
02/12/11
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Intoxicated non-student
transported to Kaiser Walnut Creek
from entrance to Townhouse parking lot; referred to Community Life.
02/12/11
1:32 a.m.
Incident: Medical assist.

Synopsis: Intoxicated student transported to John Muir Hospital from
Agena B; referred to Community
Life and Health & Wellness Center.
02/13/11
10:27 a.m.
Incident: Grand theft.
Synopsis: Missing Wii, games, controllers, projector and DVD movie

froiv Guerrieri West; referred to
Community Life.
02/14/11
6:30 p.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis: Water damage to Oollege
property at Aquinas Hall; referred
to Campus Housing and Facilities
Services.

Sorry, but due IQ space
limitations we cannot list
individual dub m«#!igs,
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TRACHTENBERG: Author's novels showcase
'true pain and emotion,' 'real suffering'

Last week'! article, "
Step. TQwaxdAnarchy or Democracy?" was attribu
Shaw. It wa acttµilly written as
a collaborative effort by members uf the (SUP)port Justice club:
Bria
Caitie Sraat) and Rachel Nuzro~ with the support

continued from page 1
style, Trachtenberg's main emphasis was that he let the characters tell the story. He says he
doesn't overwhelm the narratives
with his voice and judgments, but
gives insight to the characters
and the real suffering that they
endure. Even though he does
insert his own questioning tone

3

about death and suffering, this
The next Creative Writing
only comes after the reader has and Reading Series will feature
an understanding of what the · Steven Church, author of The
characters are going through.
Guinness Book of Me: A Memoir of
Overall, his novels have been Record and The Day After the Day
praised for their ability to show After: My Atomic Angst, on March
true pain and emotion, portray- 16 in the Soda Center.
ing the lives of people who have
endured real suffering.

Brother Camillus leads students through weekend meditation
Ill Krvsta Worlhen
Staff Writer

Brother Camillus Chavez led a
four-hour meditation workshop last
Saturday that was centered on opening up to the Divine and letting the
light shine through, as well as letting
go of the physical body and focusing
on the inner self.
Saturday's workshop was broken
up into three parts, meditation
on the chakras, archetypes of the
monk and nun, and the gift from
the sea. Each of these meditations
began with feet flat on the ground,
hands on the lap and eyes closed.
Brother Camillus turned the lights
off and music on, and began to take
students on a spiritual journey. Students began to imagine themselves
descending a staircase to a door with
their name on it, and then entered
the door and began to fall through
space, and deeper into the meditation. Each time, Brother Camillus
said, "Take your cares and give them
to the Lord, He has care for you".
With the chakra meditation,

Brother Camillus led students
through a series of lights, each coming from a different part of the body
and each signifying something else,
but all connecting to students' own
spirituality and the Divine. The next
type of meditation was the archetypes of the monk and nun. Students
were to channel the archetypes of
each of these people within them,
if they felt it. After falling through
space, students entered a door and
walked through a meadow, around
a tree and up a hill. Then out came
either a monk or nun who was to
present the student with a gift, and
the students put this gift in their
hearts. The archetype was to give
the students advice and help them
on our spiritual journey. The last
meditation was the gift from the sea.
Students went up through the roof
and soared over the ocean, and then
entered down into the depths of the
OCS?a.fl where there was a chest with
their names on it, in which another
gift awaited them. The gifts from
both of these types of meditations
symbolized something to each in-

dividual and
often gave
them an
understanding about a
change that
needed to
be made in
their lives.
· Each individual's
meditation
is likely to
be different
from the
suggestions
Brother Camillus gives
as he leads
the sessions,
but even if
these specific events or
images do
not occur,
relaxation
and a sense
of peace still
does.

Courtesy of stmarys-ca.edu

re you
Let us help you with this important decision.
Come ·meet Albert Ramos of Claremont
Graduate University's (CGU) School of Politics and
Economics (SPE). Albert will be visiting your campus
to discuss the various degree programs and
fellowship opportunities that CGU has to offer. .

WHEN:

Wednesday, March 2, 2011

TIME:

11:30 am to 2:00 pm

WHERE:

In Front of Oliver Hall

Degrees offered at SPE:

For more information, please contact Albert Ramos
at a/bert.ramos@cgu.edu
·

•
•
•
•
•

M.A.
M.A.
M.A.
M.A.
M.A.

Politics (American)
Politics (Political Philosophy)
Public Policy
Religion & American Politics
International Political Economy

•
•
•
•

M.A. International Studies
Ph.D. Political Science
M.A. Economics
Ph.D. Economics

~

Claremont Graduate University is located in Claremont, a small New England-style town in Southern California. Located just 35 miles
east of Los Angeles, students enjoy the best of both worlds-close access to the cultural amenities of a major city coupled with broad
recreational opportunities found in local mountains, beaches, and deserts.
The university is a member of The Claremont Colleges, a consortium of world-renowned colleges that includes Claremont McKenna,
Harvey Mudd, Pitzer, Pomona, and Scripps colleges and the Keck Graduate Institute of Applied Life Sciences. This allows CGU to blend
the academic resources of a large university with the learning environment of a small, liberal arts college, focused on optimizing the
educational experience of the student.

Claremont
GRADUATE

UNIVERSITY

Tuesday, February

22, 2on
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OPiNioN
U.S. a 11 Y Bookstore buy backs break students' Wallets

Bahrain in
turmoil

Buying back textbooks for pennies and re-selling for dollars doesn't make sense
receive no more than $66. 00. And
to
add insult to i_njury, the bookCon tributing Writer
store would re-sell the
elia Gonzales, a freshman book for $160.75! Isn't
at Saint Mary's College, the bookstore intended
bought her books for her Greek to be a resource for stuThought Seminar class last dents, not a capitalist
semester at the Saint Mary's scheme intended to rob
Bookstore. She took good care students of what few
of them, intending to sell them pennies they have left
back to the bookstore. Lysistrata , to rub together after
a book she purchased for $6.00, mandatory food plans,
was purchased back from her for campus housing, and
a mere fifty cents. The bookstore tuition?
I think it 's time stuthen turned around and sold
the used version of Lysistrata for d en ts followed the
bookstores own adaround $5.00.
This is an example of the vice, featured on their
textbook pyramid scheme: when webpage: "Don't waste
the bookstore sells books at a . your time or risk wastliigh price, but purchases them ing your money." We
back from students for practi- shouldn't be wasting our
cally nothing. But the Lysistrata time or money purchasexample is nothing compared ing textbooks from the
to the murder the bookstore got bookstore in the future.
away with for Celia's chemistry There are plenty of othbook, which cost her $214 ._35 er resources to purchase
originally. If Celia were to re- and sell textbooks, such as Amasell to the bookstore, she would zon.com, Canetti's Bookshop in

Ill Tricia Snelll

downtown Orinda (a local business!) , Half.com, eCampus.com

C

THOMAS MORGAN

ast week's resignation of
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak did little to quell the
volatile political scene develop.ing across the Middle East. In
fact, "pro-democracy" protests
have erupted across the region,
and are now spreading like wild
fire. And, once again, the United
States finds itself in a delicate
situation.
In Bahrain, pro-democracy
protesters have been met, at
times, with swift and brutal repression from that government's
security forces. And Bahrain's
. ruling monarch, King Al-Khalifa, has pleaded to no avail for protesters to pack up and go home.
Yet people continue to flood to
the streets demanding social and
economic reforms.
The tiny nation, of about 1.2
million (almost 700,000 of which
are foreigners), was one of the
fust Middle Eastern nations to
discover and refine oil.
It is also the headquarters of
the U.S. Fifth Fleet, U.S. Naval
Forces Central Command, and
is a major U.S. ally in the War
on Terror. U.S. naval operations
based out of Bahrain are critical
for supporting troops deployed
in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well
as keeping Iranian aggression in
check. The U.S. Fifth Fleet and
its supporting marines also keep
a close watch on critical oil shipping lanes and would-be pirates.
At any given time there are upwards of 20,000 U.S servicemen
and women and over 30 warships
operating out of Naval Support
Activity Bahrain.
Although technically autocratic, Bahrain has long been
considered socially and politically moderate by the U.S. In
December, Secretary of State
Hilary Clinton declared herself
"very impressed by the progress
that Bahrain is making on all
fronts - economically, politically,
socially." And yet a mere two
months later violence has broken
out in the streets and U.S. officials are left shaking their heads.
Unfortunately, there is not
much our government can do
with regards to Bahrain. We are
in no position to abandon our
overwhelming strategic, not to
mention economic, interests in
Bahrain by distancing ourselves
from the regime. However, we are
also in no position to support our
ally King Al-Khalifa with anything more than a pat on the back
and the yearly $20 million check.
As we watch one the most
traditionally stable nations in the
Middle East descend into chaos,
we are left only to hope that fires
of chaos don't spread any further
in a region already wrought with
violence and war.

L

Cou rtesy of fanpo p.com

(which even buys books with
writing in the margins, perfect

for frequent annotators) , and
Swap.com. In fact , on Amazon.
com, the chemistry textbook in
question sells for $90.00 new and
$82 .00 used. This is a sharp contrast to the shockingly expensive
value offered at the Saint Mary's
bookstore.
Students use the bookstore
because of ease and availability,
and it's not the only place on
campus that people use for these
reasons. Cafe Louis takes advantage of its location on campus to
charge premium prices for their
coffee drinks. While they make
a killer vanilla latte, our starving
student allowance shouldn't be
so challenged at $4.00 a pop. The
school should provide affordable
resources to students, like the
bookstore and eateries, and not
take advantage of the beautiful
yet isolated location the campus
rests on. It would be wonderful
if we could support my school
through purchasing textbooks at
the bookstore, but it's not worth
the cost.

Live Action working to stop abuse _of minors
Pimp sting interview exposes ethical misconduct of Planned Parenthood employee
Ill 1.1111 llems
Staff Writer

n Tuesday, February 8,
2011 the anti-abortion
youth movement, Live Action,
released a video which incriminates an employee of Planned
Parenthood. The video captured
a sting operation in which Live
Action sent a man and woman,
posing as a pimp and prostitute,
to talk to a Planned Parenthood
representative. They talked to
New Jersey branch manager,
Amy Woodruff, about obtaining
pap smears and abortions for a
group of underage non-English
speaking adolescent sex workers.
Woodruff was more than happy
to help them.
Although Amy Woodruff 's
behavior captured on footage
may not be representative of all
Planned Parenthood employees,
Woodruff's actions raises questions of whether Planned Parenthood is worthy of the self- proclaimed title of" America's most
trusted provider of reproductive
health care." When presented
with the pimp's dilemma, Woodruff ignores her legal and moral
obligations and offers a steady
stream of advice on ways to bypass the law through deception.
When asked the amount of time
necessary between an abortion
and sexual activity, Woodruff
suggests that the minors focus
on performing sexual favors
from the "waist up" or "be that
extra action walking by. " Perhaps
Woodruff could shift her business oriented tips for pimps and
focus her energy on ways the
government could better use the
300 million dollars currently allocated to Planned Parenthood to
causes that protect today's youth.
While individual positions
on abortion m·ay be irrevocable,
as a collective body we must cul-

O

tivate a concern, much greater
than our individual beliefs, which
functions to preserve our youth
when it comes to procedures
that can have permanent effects.
Shantese Butler, a 13 year-old
female, will never know the joy
of being a biological mother
due to the botched abortion
Planned Parenthood performed
that left parts o( her baby in the
uterus. When 13 year-old Denise
Fairbanks made repeated sexual
abuse accusations against her
father, who brought her to the
clinic, the Ohio Planned Parenthood chapter opted to perform an
abortion and then allegedly sent
home the young girl with birth
control which ultimately perpetuated the sexual abuse for another
year and a half. In various Live
Action footage, Planned Parenthood members dismissed the
young pregnant girl's omission
of the father's age even though
the law prohibits sexual activity
between a 13 year-old child and
31 year-old man. In response to
the publication of such footage,
Planned Parenthood's greatest
concern was not reaching out to
these young girls and rectifying
these grave injustices, but rather
it was to threaten Lila Rose, Live
Action's president, with a lawsuit for "violating" employees'
privacy
While Planned Parenthood
may call itself an advocate for
women's rights, it cannot call
itself a champion of human
rights, as long as it continues to
employ and protect those who
act in such a manner. There will
be some who dismiss Live Action's mission as fanatical and
misused; however, the passion
these young adults have is admirable. I would rather have a group
of college students driven by a
desire to rectify injustice than
a government funded organization that sits idly by and only

reacts when confronted by bad
publicity. Whether we agree, as
individuals, on abortion or not,
as Americans the well-being of
this present generation must 'oe
a priority. Until we are actively

Tjme
Pate
3/1/11 12: 30- 1 ;J Opm
3/2/11 4 :00m-5:00pm
3/7/11 10:00-1 l :OOam
3/6/11 4:00m -S: OOpm

ensuring the preservation of our
youth, we are guilty of the same
wrong performed by Woodruff
and her colleagues. For as Ellie
Wiesel states, "the opposite of
love is not hate, it's indifference. "

Class Standing
Current Freshman
Current Soph ./Juniors
Current Freshman
Current Soph ./Juniors

Lqcatjon
Soda Center*
Soda Center*
Soda Center*
Soda Center"'

"'Please read the 2011-2012 Room Selection Handbook prior to
the information sessions. It can be found online at:
http ://smcnet.stmarys-ca .edu/roomselect1on
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OPiNioN
MTV's new program, Skins, shows too much skin Berlusconi
Oversexed kids talk about problems and pill-popping in completely unrealistic setting
bJ Michelle SISto
Staff Writer

l\ ,11V's new series Skins,
l V.lwhich premiered on January 17, 2011, supposedly reveals the
hidden lives of teens; however, it is
actually just another show about
sex, drugs and alcohol. Skins tries
so hard to be intense and engage
its audience with dramatic stories
that it makes the show completely
unrealistic.
The parallel I instantly made
with Skins was to The N's hit show
Degrassi: The Next Generation; the
difference between the two is that
Degrassi is realistic. Both shows hit
touchy topics like family problems,
sexuality and substance abuse,
but Skins, unlike Degrassi, makes
teens look immature, lustful and
party-crazed. The characters seem
to thoroughly enjoy partying on
school nights, and view sex as a
causal encounter. This is not true
for the majority of American teens.
Also, the substance use seen in the
show is impractical. Who actually
goes through the risk of dealing
drugs just to get laid? Not many,
exactly my point.
In the season premiere, almost
an exact replica of the UK version's
series premiere, the audience gets a
taste of what the rest of the season
will be like. Stanley, feeling pathetic
for still being a virgin, will do just
about anything to ~ook up with a

girl. The audience sees how nonsensical the show is when Stanley's
friend, Tony, appears to offer up a
friend, Michelle, to get the job done.
However, when it is revealed that
Michelle is in fact Tony's girlfriend
and thus will not be sleeping with
Stanley, she suggests a different girl,
Cadie. By the end of the episode
Stanley has partaken in a drug deal,
gone to a party and tried bonding
with pill-popping Cadie, all in the
name of sex.
The second episode tries to be
more realistic by focusing on the
topic of sexual identity, but during

the episode Tea, a questioning teen, has sex with the teen Cadie. The
sexually experiments with both most current episode, which aired
Betty, a fellow classmate, and Tony. on February 14, shows Stanley atThe episode also includes drinking tempting to have sex with Michelle
yet again; God forbid that MTV in a car he stole from his dad.
portrays this situation in a modest
The characters' constant strugmanner.
gles attempt to strike the audiences'
The show has so far aired five epi- heart, but the almost laughable exsodes, and each one seems to keep tremities of every situation coupled
pace with the next. Episode three with the constant party atmosphere
has a huge house party, after which of the show makes it hard to take
the character Chris ends up broke· Skins seriously. By the end of every
and temporarily homeless. The episode, I can only help but ask,
fourth episode has another party, at "Who does that?" That question
which several characters take drugs is what makes the show a failure,
and Michelle's mom's boyfriend because the answer is "no one."

Political Cartoons- - - - - - - -

Courtesy of USBCIEF College Cartoons

and sexual
misconduct
Ill Tricia Savelll
Contributing Writer

n February 13th, 2011,
over one million women
crowded streets all over Italy in a
passionate protest against Silvio
Berlusconi, the arrogant Italian
Prime Minister currently wrapped
up in a sex scandal. This incident
has infuriated many because
Berlusconi had intercourse with
a minor, 17-year-old Karima El
Mahroug, also known as "Ruby
Heartstealer."
Berlusconi, soon to be on trial
facing charges of abusing his
power and paying for sex with an
under-aged girl, has the protestors
asking, "If not now, when?" If
Berlusconi is not convicted and
forced out of office now, when
will he ever leave? He has been
accused and criticized numerous times for his attitude toward
women, and of his conspicuous
"Bunga Bunga" parties. This is in
sharp contrast to Americans, who
were up-in-arms after one steamy
oval-office scandal with President
Clinton.
Of course, Berlusconi has his
own opinions on his scandalous
conduct. "Better to be fond of
beautiful girls than to be gay,"
the insolent Prime Minister said
in response to accusations agains
his behavior, revealing himself to
be not only a womanizer but a
blazing homophobe.
On a visit with President
Obama and the First Lady, Berlusconi embarrassed Italians
further by ogling the First Lady
Michelle Obama. Then, to add
insult to injury, he said, "I have
to bring you some greetings, greetings [from] someone with a tan ...
_Barack Obama. You won't believe
it but they went together to the
beach to get a tan because even his
wife is sun-tanned. " This was at a
2009 political rally. From the man
who refers to himself as "pretty
often faithful," and told a woman
seeking advice about maintaining financial stability in 2010 to
"look for a wealthy boyfriend/'
is there anything truly shocking
that escapes his lips?
Veronica Lario, the Prime
Minister's second wife, filed for
divorce proceeding in 2009, citing
his frequent "consort[s] with minors" as the reason for the split. If
the Italian people were to make a
break from Berlusconi, they could
easily add homophobia, womanizing, racism, and prejudice to the
ridiculous Prime Ministers list of
offenses.
Personally, I am offended as
both an Italian and a woman. Is
it not bad enough that the popular
show, Jersey Shore, portrays Italians as greased up, hot-headed,
"gorillas?" Italy, the country that
brought forth some of the world's
finest artists, cuisine, and philosophers, deserves a leader that
embodies the country's greatness.
Not an over-sexed 74-year-old
playboy who promotes the idea of
masculine-dominance and abuse
of power.

O
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I Am Number Four surprisingly engaging
An Unknown No Witch
identity
draws you in Science fiction thriller features numerous redeeming elements
Action flick fails to live up Acoustic tunes are successfully simple
to predecessors
by Cynthia Osborne

by Alexis Reynoso

Contributing Writer

Staff Writer

As the cold Berlin air fills
with snow, a man awakens from
a coma. It has been four days
since his taxi plunged into the
icy river, knocking him unconscious, and he has no memory
of the accident. As his eyes begin to flutter open, the audience
is thrust into his subjective point
of view, generating a sort of attachment to his character.
Upon seeing his hotel featured on the news, Dr. Martin
Harris (Liam Neeson) suddenly
remembers who he is and frantically rushes out of the hospital to find his wife, Liz (January Jones). However, when he
confronts her, she doesn't know
who he is, and there is another
man whom she calls her husband - Martin Harris. Obviously, things are not what they
seem. In fact, they are Unknown.
The film opens with the arrival of Harris and his wife at
the airport. It is told through
Harris' point of view, putting
the audience in a state of confusion, just like that of Harris. As
he tries to retrace his steps and
find someone that can verify his
identity, he is continually faced
with more and more evidence
that, in fact, he is not Martin
Harris. He readmits himself to
the hospital and just as Harris
begins to think that he is losing
his mind, he discovers that he is
a target, and must escape for his
life.
In his attempt to get to the
bottom of this well-planned
scheme of stolen identity, Harris teams up with all sorts of unlikely characters including a former member of the Stasi (Bruno
Ganz) and Gina, his taxi driver
(Diane Kruger), an illegal refugee from Bosnia. As he and
Gina are chased all over Berlin,
the audience is lucky enough to
see the beautiful side of the city,
juxtaposed with its dirty underbelly. But between car chase and
the fight scene, there is something missing - suspense.
Although there is a nice twist
at the end, the majority of the
film is less-than fast-paced or
action packed. The intense moments are encircled by meaningless scenes that contribute nothing to the plot, and certainly not
to the general sense of intrigue,
which I can only assume the director, Jaume Collet-Serra, had
intended. When everything finally comes together at the end,
the film begins to pick up, but
still fails to ever reach the speed
of the classic The Bourne Identity, or even Taken. The actors
are all more than up for the
challenge, but the film just isn't
a grabber. This action thriller
mixed with a hint of suspense
and Cold War intrigue does the
trick for a Friday night flick, but
may not satisfy the palate of a
true action movie buff.
Grade: C+

•

The Cave Singers
No Witch .J

The Cave Singers are an indie folk band based in Seattle
and made up of Derek Fudesco,
(formerly of Pretty Girls Make
Graves), Pete Quirk (of Hint Hint),
and Marty Lund (of Cobra High).
The band's new album No Witch
makes an excellent addition to an
already impressive string of records
that has been released over the last
five years. The Cave Singers' latest
release falls very much in line with
their previous records, so if you
were a fan of their work before, you
are going to love them even more
now with this new release.
The Cave Singers have produced a simple yet compelling
sotind on No Witch that takes in the
listener and makes them feel like
they are a part of the album. Songs
such as "Swim Club" highlight the
band's largely acoustic sound with
a catchy melody that draws the
listener in and keeps him riveted.
The first song on the album, "Gifts
and the Raft," starts out as a slower
acoustic number. As the song unfolds, it begins to pick up a steady
rhythmic drum beat, and finally
ends in a happier tone.
·"Clever Creatures" starts off
with a swifter drum beat and then
is jauntily joined by an acoustic guitar. It is one of the more high energy songs on the album; from start
the finish, the song retains a happy,
buoyant quality.
By blending acoustic overtones
with a diverse backbeat of drums
and even hints of a washboard
here and there, The Cave Singers
have developed an interesting mellow sound that makes you want to
hear more. They have a twang resembling that of the late Woodie
Guthrie or an early acoustic Bob
Dylan, so any fans of Guthrie or
Dylan will be able to pick up that
distinct sound in their work. Their
latest album is sure to interest old
fans as well as new ones, and makes
a seamless transition between their
older work and the eclectic new album No Witch.
Grade: B+
Download: "Swim Club" and
"Gifts and the Raft"

by Michael Bruer
Editor in Chief

Just when the average movie
fan is beginning to wise up and
realize just how lacking a Michael
Bay film is in substance, Bay produces a film that nearly flips that
mindset on its proverbial head.
Though D.J. Caruso directed I Am
Number Four, Bay's mark on the
film was clearly evident throughout the action sequences. The use
of ma_ssive explosions, dizzying
fight scenes, and the subtle grandiosity of the film all speak to a Michael Bay production. But despite
this, the film manages to be decently entertaining and relatively
engaging piece of work.
Even though I Am Number Four
has some distinct resemblances to
the terribly acted Twilight films,
such as dating co-stars Dianna
Agron and Alex Pettyfer, the film
is a far cry from a re-hashing of
that storyline. Pettyfer plays John
Smith, a fugitive alien from the
plariet Lorien, who along with
his guardian Henri {Timothy Olyphant) must distance themselves
from the Mogadorians, another
race of aliens who are closely pursuing Smith and the five remain-

ing Loriens. The film title is in ref- albeit on a profoundly larger level.
erence to the fact that the Loriens · Smith's love interest is Sarah, and
can only be killed in ascend- they truly bond once Smith realing number order. The teenage izes that she had fallen prey to the
life-changing gossip of
high school students .
Sarah is resilient, however, and approaches
her situation with a renewed sense of ambition as a photographer.
D.J. Caruso's teen
angst thriller will not
win any awards, nor
blow anyone away
Photo courtesy of thebookbind.blogspot.com with
special effects.
Nonetheless, it does its
Loriens, who are human-like in job, and effectively combines its
appearance like their Mogadorian romantic undertones with more
hunters, must utilize their special science fiction elements. The film
abilities, known as Legacies, and does not contain any truly notable
combine their skills to eliminate performances, but the casting of
their pursuers.
relatively unknown talent will
At the heart of the fiim is benefit it in the long run. This lack
Smith, a character who is search- of star power allows viewers to
ing for a sense of belonging in a focus on the story, and the other
world completely foreign to him. human elements of an otherwise
Not only does he begin the movie alien piece.
by seeing Number Three die, but
The storyline is bound for a sehe then is forced to move to Ohio. quel, and one can only hope that it
In essence, he is feeling what many will manage to build off the strong
teenagers experience when faced components of this film, as well as
with a new school, new people, weed out its flaws.
and a new situation altogether,
Grade: B-

FQur years later, just as genius
Radiohead continues to shine in a world of generic pop music
lllT•Cehn
Staff Writer

Radiohead
The King of Limbs

This is our first new taste
of Radiohead in four years.
(Drumroll please!) This album
is the summation of all that is
righteous in music today. This
LP was not cast from a mold,
but is rather inspired genius.
Uncluttered and well-ventilated, yet densely condescending,
Radiohead again transcends itself in less than forty minutes.
Rarely does an album of this
magnitude, released by an established band, taste so natural and
so uninhibited. They are famed
enough to be stars, but talented
·enough to be a constellation.
I do admit, however, that to
comprehend this album took
some tears. Don't expect another Kid A, or a post-millennial
OK Computer. Those albums are

distinct from today's Radiohead, who have audibly aged.
But these albums championed
an idea that is commensurable
with The King of Limbs: a middle
finger to the established class of
pop music. Fifteen years ago,
through Pablo Honey, Radiohead
told the world that Britpop and
its god-awful Spice Girls were irrelevant to music. Today, Radiohead is telling much the same
story, in that they still have no
intention of drawing inside the
lines.
Without
volume,
curse
words, or overt references to
sexual technique, Thom Yorke
shows his mastery of sedated
scripture and mournful protestations for peace. I recommend
that you listen to this album with
headphones, as my speakers had
no way to commute the fidelity
that producer Nigel Godrich has
packed into In Rainbows' followup. In many ways, In Rainbows is
a precedent to TKOL. If you enjoyed the svelte conglomeration
of new-rock and dynamic guitar

range that ruled In Rainbows,
then you will enjoy the mellifluous ear-nectar that is TKOL.
When the lead single "Lotus
Ffower" floats by, make sure to
turn up the volume and take in
the imperial strength and full
sound that few bands come
close to. That said, there is not
one song here that I would play
at a party. But this album does
make an unbelievably good
soundtrack to spring rain, or
even a melancholy walk down
memory lane.
My only regret is that the
album does not satisfy the fouryear interval we have had to
endure since In Rainbows. Just
like that post-Christmas morning gloom, I do not want to wait
for the next Radiohead album
in order to hear a monumental
cadence or electric guitar that is
mostly absent from my normal
life.
Grade: ADownload: "Give Up the
Ghost" and "Separator"
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Gaels lose first game against San Jose

Rain delay pushes back series with Spartans as Gaels lose 5-1
bV Trisha llVIRIS
Staff Writer

A dreary rain-filled weekend
pushed back Saint Mary's baseball team, putting a damper on
their opening weekend. After
being rained out on both Friday in San Jose and Saturday in
Moraga, the teams finally got on
the field on Sunday at San Jose
Municipal Stadium. After the
beginning of what seemed like a
classic pitcher's duel, the Gaels
dropped the season opener, falling 5-1 to their Bay Area rivals,
the San Jose State Spartans.
The Gaels first got on the
board in the fourth inning. Senior Justin Fazio led off the inning with a single and advanced
to second when Junior Troy
Channing was hit by a pitch.
Sophomore right fielder Brenden
Kalfus then singled up the middle to plate the Gaels' lone run
of the day:
The Gaels could not protect
their lead for long, letting Spartans shortstop Nick Borg score
on an error in the bottom of the
fifth . The Spartans then took the
lead for good when left fielder

Craig Herler doubled to right
center scoring second baseman
Michael Reiling.
Saint Mary's (0-1) got three
shutout innings from Junior
starter Mark Anderson, who
only surrendered a single hit.
Junior Kyle Barraclough (0-1)
was then summoned out of the
bullpen. He took the loss pitching 4.0 innings, yielding five hits,
five runs, three earned, with one
walk and a strike out.
· The Spartans (1-0) countered with Blake McFarland, the
Western Athletic Conference
Preseason Pitcher of the Year.
McFarland went 4.2 innings,

surrendering four hits, one run,
a walk and striking out five. Roberto Padilla (1-0) got the win in
relief. He went 4.1 innings allowing two hits and striking out six.
San Jose State broke the game
open, scoring four more runs
in the bottom of the sixth. The
Gaels scored one run on six hits.
The Spartans tallied five runs on
six hits.
The game that was scheduled for Saturday in Moraga was
made up Monday. The Gaels
will take the field again today at
Sacramento where they will face
off against the Sacramento State
Hornets at 2:00 PM.

Cal takes Women's Lacrosse by storm
Harsh weather and Golden Bears offense leads to loss
bVDJBowen
~· :-

StafJWTiter

The Saint Mary's women's lacrosse team began it's Mountain
Pacific Sports Federation season
in a dreadful storm in Berkeley.
Rain , wind, and temperatures
in the 40s made play difficult.
Unfortunately, the storm that
California brought to start the
second half treated the Gaels
the worst.

The shot difference was 16-5
in favor of the Bears during the
first- half. Bespit the--extreme
disparity in shots during the first
half, the visiting Gaels held the
game close at 2-2, but this was
a tale of two halves. To start the
final 30 minutes, the home team
pqsted six straight goals and the
game never became close again.
The final score was 14-6 and the
shot differential was a staggering
39-11.
On the bright side, Gaels

keeper Katie Worsdale posted
double-digit saves. Also, Mariah
Walk ' 1-3 :allied-a-hat-trick-wit
three goals, and added an assist,
helping to account for four of the
six scores.
The match was Saint Mary's
first game of the season and first
game in league, moving their
overall record to 0-1. Next weekend they will travel to play UCDavis. Davis enters the match
with a 1-1 record, also losing to
California last weekend.

MBBALL: Defense struggles again

continued from page 8

Mickey McConnell had 21 points
The Gaels found themselves
and six assists, and sophomore for- down 19-14 after Jones was whistled
ward Mitchell Young had 24 points for his third foul- a blocking foul as
and nine boards but four Toreros hit Brockeith Pane hit a layup - with
double figures, led
10:44 to play in the
by Matt Dorr's 17
"We have to fix first half, but Saint
points.
Mary's responded
Saturday'scontest
whatever it is to with a 22-8 run the
was a great chance
make us a 40-min- rest of the half. Mcfor the Gaels to reute ballclub" _Head Connell hit a 26-foot
cover after the San
bomb
Coach Randy Ben- buzzer-beating
Diego loss, but they
that gave the Gaels
again seemed to be
nett
their first lead of the
following the same
night, and after two
script. They again
.
Aggie free throws
held a decent halftime advantage made it 22-21 , McConnell again
at 36-27, again saw their opponents · buried another three for a 24-22 lead
dominate the second half, and again with 8:35 to play. Tough Gaels defailed to comeback late in the contest. fense- holding Utah to 42% shooting
"I thought the biggest factor was in the half and forcing 10 turnovers
we didn't do a good job in the second - and rugged offense gave the Gaels
half - at all- defending them," Ben- a 36-27 advantage at the half.
nett said.
But it was all Aggies in the second
The Gaels shot just 39% from the as they countered with a 25-7 run to
field, while Utah State hit 50% of start the half and held a 5243 lead
theirs. The main difference was the with 8:36 to go. Jones again struggled
paint, where Utah State scored 36 to stay on the floor and picked up
points and the Gaels only mustered his final foul with 8:57 to play, and
16. McConnellled the Gaels with 16 the Gaels defense couldn't stop the
points and four assists, and Young Aggies interior dominance. A late
added 11 points and 11 boards but Gaels run - thanks to back-to-back
three of the Gaels big men - Young, threes from junior forward Clint
junior Rob Jones and junior Kenton Steindl cut it to 65-59 with 2:44 to
Walker - all fouled out.
play - was shut down when Aggies
For the beginning two minutes, it forward Brady Jardine threw down
was sloppy. The first five possessions a titanic dunk that silence the Gaels
of the game resulted in five straight.· faithful for good.
turnovers before the Aggies scored
The Gaels play against Gonzaga
a three-point play by James Walker on Thursday at McKeon and the
III. Jones hit a three, pulling it into a take on Portland - the only other
tie, but Utah State got an alley-oop team besides San Diego who have
om WfilKer to-PoollWilliamsfor- given the Gae s a co erence ross~-----JI
a 5-3 lead.
on Saturday.

wee Men's Basketball Standings
wee

Team
Saint Mary's

10-2

Overall
22-6

Gonzaga
San Francisco
Portland
Santa Clara
Pepperdine
LMU
San Diego

9-3
8-4
6-6
6-6
5-7
2-10
2-10

19-9
14-13
19-9
16-13
11-18
10-18
6-21

MLACROSSE: Defense dominates late
PLAYER OF THE WEEK

continued from page 8

we played our game," said Castilone. Saint Mary's dominating defense was key in the second-half,
forcing the Zags to take many contested shots, which took pressure
off junior goalie James Plasencia,

who finished with eight saves.
This four-game winning streak
gives the Gaels momentum into
the heart of their schedule as they
have high expectations to repeat
as WCLL Champions. Next, the

Gaels travel to Redding to take on
Southern Oregon University on
Saturday February 28, with the
next home game scheduled for
Sunday, March 13 at noon against
#13 Cal-State Fullerton.

Men's Rugby knocks out British Columbia
Need a Tutor?
Get one free at the
Tutorial and Academic
Skills Center
Filippi Academic Hall,
Room 190

Courtesy of Saint M ary's Rec Sports

The Saint Mary's Rugby A team won a contest over visiting University of
British Columbia 34-19 in deary weather.

Want to work as a
Tutor?
Get a job at the
Tutorial and Academic
Skills Center
Email irpl@stmarys-ca.
edu

Jasmine Smith
Women's Basketball
Junior guard Jasmine Smith had a
career high 31 points
in the 77-69 win
over San Diego on
Sunday.
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Gaels win on Senior Day

Men's
Lacrosse
Saint Mary's celebrate careers of Dunn, Richey, Davis and Tomlinson takes down
bJ cam11 Gmesan
Zags
Staff Writer

Gaels storm back
in second half
comeback

Saint Mary's women's basketball celebrated senior night and
Pink Zone with a victory over the
University of San Diego. Seniors
Courtney Dunn, Leanna Richey,
Suzie Davis and Louella Tomlinson were each honored.
"It didn't register that it was
the last game, it felt better that we
won," Davis said.
Saint Mary's defeated USD by
22 points in their previous meet-

bJ 811111 Btbles
Contributing Writer

The #23 ranked Gaels entered
the Saturday afternoon matchup riding a three-game winning
streak, with the last two wins outscoring University of Pacific and
UC Merced 42-1, but they knew
this game would be a lot closer as
the Saint Mary's-Gonzaga rivalry
was in full effect. "We were really pumped up to play Gonzaga,
everyone was excited to come out
and play physical," as Senior Midfielder Jim Castilone said.
Castilone led the Gaels (5-2)
with four goals and .Played a major role in an exciting second-half
comeback as the Gaels pulled out
a 12-8 victory over the Zags.
The weather forecast called for
heavy rains in Moraga, which resulted in slippery and muddy con-

77

69
ing, but Toreros' guard Dominique Conners sat out the second
half of the game. In the home
match-up, Conners played 29
minutes and had six assists and
three steals before fouling out.
She notched only four points for
the Toreros, but her buckets came
at key times, keeping the Toreros
in the game.
The Gaels opened the game
slow out of the gate. They found
themselves down 2-13 only five
minutes into play. Toreros' guard
Sam Child scored nine of the first
11 points for USD.
"The last couple of games,
we haven't gotten out of the tip
positively. We address it but.do not
have much control once the ball is
in the air. That being said, I had
no doubt that we would come back
and compete," said head coach
Paul Thomas.
SMC did just that behind redshirt junior guard Jasmine Smith.
The Gaels went on a 12-0 run,
10 of those points coming from
Smith to capture a lead with 7:14
to go in the half. Saint Mary's

- ditions,-..but dicLnot-.prevent...haJ;d._
- -

Courtesy of smcgaels.com

Seniors Leanna Richey, Louella Tomlinson, and Suzie Davis are honored at McKean Pavilion on Senior Day just
before their 77 ·69 defeat of the University of San Diego Toreros.

maintained the lead heading into
halftime up 42-36. Smith had 19
points in the frrst half off of 5-of-6
shooting from the field, including
2-of-3 three pointers.
The Toreros opened the second
half with a 7-0 run to take the
lead. Saint Mary's again rallied
back, going on a 10-2 run to regain
the lead. The Gaels maintained
control the rest of the game but
had to fend off a determined Torero team. USD came within one
point with 10 minutes to play but

SMC held on. With three minutes
to play the Toreros had battled to
within four, 68-64 but Tomlinson
hit a bucket to extend the lead to
six. The Gaels won 77-69.
Smith led all scorers with a
career-high 31 points. Tomlinson notched 16 points and ten
rebounds. Freshman forward
Danielle Maudlin had 11 points
and eight rebounds.
The Gaels look ahead to their
match-up against Gonzaga in
Spokane on Thursday. The Gaels

aim to contain guard Courtney
Vandersloot and guard Katelan
Redmon and work on rebounding.
Vandersloot leads the WCC in
scoring and recently became the
fourth player in NCAA history to
notch 1,000 assists.
"We gotta contain Vandersloot.
Our number_ one goal is that she
cannot control the game," Thomas
said.
With a win on the road next
week, the Gaels can seal a second
place finish in the wee.

and physical play on both sides.
The game started off with backand-forth scoring until the Zags (22) scored two goals shortly before
halftime to go into the locker room
with a 6-4 lead. Down two goals,
the Gaels came out after the break
and took control of the pace as
they poured on four unanswered
goals highlighted by an acrobatic
diving goal by attacker Christian
Skuce. This helped the Gaels take
a 9-6 lead going into the fourth
quarter and they never looked back
en route to a 12-8 victory.
"The field conditions were
tough, we were slipping a lot which
made it hard to control, but we just
stuck together and after halftime

MLACROSSE, p7

Two games, same script give Gaels two losses
Gaels fall to lowly last place San Diego, #24 Utah State in similar fashion
bv Brvan1 West
Editor-in-Chief

A week ago, Saint Mary's was
just a game removed from, at
worst, a tie in the wee conference regular season title and was
considered a lock for the NCAA
Tournament.
Both of those goals are still readily for the Gaels taking, but after
two disappointing losses they just
became more difficult to achieve.
A 74-66 debacle of a loss to conference cellar-dwelling San Diego
· was followed up by a loss to #24
Utah State. Both were games in
which Saint Mary's held a decent
lead at halftime but allowed their
opponent to simply dominate them
in the second half.

"We have to fix whatever it is two teams are tied for the title, each
to make us a 40-minute ballclub," with a game left to play.
head coach Randy Bennett said.
The Gaels traveled to San Di"We have to be more consistent. I ego on Wednesday to face a 5-22
think it starts at the defensive end. Toreros team who had a conferBe a more consis- - - - - - - - - - - - - ence record extent team defenactly opposite sively, and then I
Saint Mary's at
think that will help
10-1, San Diego
us offensively."
~
at 1-10. But the
The conference
_1
Toreros, thanks to
regular season tia dynamic second
tle is still in reach
half, won 74-66
and it all rides on
and watched their
Thursday's matchup with rival fans storm the court.
The Gaels held a 35-24 halftime
Gonzaga, set for a 8:00 p.m. tipoff
at McKeon. The Gaels beat Gon- lead but gave up 50 points on 66%
zaga 73-71 in Spokane earlier this shooting and 6-7 from downtown
season, and if they can defeat as San Diego took control and
the Zags on Thursday they are never gave it back. Senior guard
guaranteed the conference regular
season title. If the Gaels lose, the MBBALL, p7
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75

Courtest of smcgaels.com

Sophomore guard Matthew Dellavedova scored nine points and dished out
six assists in a losing effort as the Gaels fell to Utah State 65· 75.

